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9) National Institute of Fisheries Science. Released the rescued spotted seal off the coast of Gyeongju, Press
Release by National Institute of Fisheries Science. Oct. 30, 2019,
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Abstract

A study on the Increase or Decrease of the
Population of Phoca Largha in Baengnyeong
Island near NLL

JIN, JongGu (Chair Professor of Dagjin University)

This study was prepared on the basis of monitoring results for 10 years on the
increase or decrease of the population of the spotted seal(Phoca largha)
inhabiting the waters of Baengnyeong Island. The spring survey was conducted
from 2012 to 2022, and the fall survey was conducted from 2011 to 2021, The
survey area and method were directly counted by using a fishing boat to
approach the spotted seal habitat such as Mulbeom Rock.

In the case of the spring survey, the number of spotted seals was the highest
at 185 in 2019, and the lowest in 2020 at 34. In the autumn survey, the highest
number was found in 2011 at 182, and then in 2021, the lowest number at 66,
As a result, it is estimated that the spotted seals are on a gradual decrease,
although slightly.

Nevertheless, the reason why it is estimated that the current level of spotted
seals is about 300 is because the Northern Limit Line(NLL) played a role in
protecting the spotted seal habitat to some extent as the boundary between
South and North Korea, NLL is a sea border area between South and North

Korea in the Yellow Sea, and public access is restricted due to security factors,

NLLOIZ 2HE = =0 = (Phoca largha) 7RIS S0

E
3
re
i~
>
(_)E
(93]
-



Therefore, it would have played a role in reducing human interference in the
habitat of the spotted seal. This study was limited to Baengnyeong Island. In
order to compensate for these shortcomings, additional research is needed not
only on Baengnyeong Island, but also on the entire coast of Korea, including

the West Sea, the South Sea, and the East Sea,

@ Key words: Spotted Seal, Baengnyeong Island, Habitat Environment, Population,
Migratory, Monitoring, NLL
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